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This man's notions and determinations always depend very much on other human beings; and what chance for consistency and stability, while the persons with whom he may converse, or transact, are so various ? This very evening, he may talk with a man whose sentiments will melt away the present form and outline of his purposes, however firm and defined he may have fancied them to be. A succession of persons whose faculties were stronger than his own, might, in spite of his irresolute reaction, take him and dispose of him as they pleased. Such infirmity of spirit practically confesses him made for subjection, and he passes, like a slave, from owner to owner. Sometimes indeed it happens, that a person so constituted falls into the train, and under the permanent ascendency, of some one stronger rnind, which thus becomes through life the oracle and guide, and gives the inferior a steady will and plan. This, when the governing spirit is wise and virtuous, is a fortunate relief to the feeling, and an advantage gained to the utility* of the subordinate, and as it were, appended mind.
The regulation of every man's plan *i;ust gru^'Jh; rlepond on the course of events, which come i:j an ;>,-der iiot to be foreseen or prevented.    But in accommc^ing the plans of conduct to the train of events, the difference between two men may be no less than that, in the one instance, the man is subservient to the events, and in the other, the events are made subservient to the man.    Some men seem to have been taken along by a succession of events, and, as it were, handed forward in helpless passiveness from one to another; having no determined principle in their own characters, by which they could constrain those events to serve a design formed antecedently to them, or apparently in defiance of them.    The events seized them as a neutral material, not| they the events.    Others, advancing through life with an] internal invincible determination, have seemed to make the? train of circumstances,  whatever they were, conduce as> much to their chief design as if they had, by some directing: interposition, been brought about on purpose.    It is wonder-\ ful kow even the casualties of life seem to bow to a spirit j that will-not bow to them, and yield to subserve a design J which they may, in their first apparent tendency, threaten * to frustrate.
You may have known such examples, though they are